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January 17, 2006 
 
The McLean County Board met on Tuesday, January17, 2006 at 9:15 a.m. in Room 400 of 
Government Center, 115 East Washington Street, Bloomington, Illinois with Chairman 
Michael Sweeney presiding. 
 
Invocation was given by Member Owens and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following Members answered to roll call: 
 
Members Bette Rackauskas, Tari Renner, Paul Segobiano, David Selzer, Matt Sorensen, 
Cathy Ahart, Terry Baggett, Duffy Bass, Sue Berglund, Diane Bostic, Don Cavallini, Rick 
Dean, George Gordon, Ann Harding, Stan Hoselton, Duane Moss, Robert Nuckolls, Sonny 
O’Connor, Benjamin Owens, and Michael Sweeney. 
 
No Members were absent 
 
Appearance by Members of the Public and County Employees: 
 
Member Sweeney recognized Mary Leung.  Ms. Leung said she was thankful for the 
opportunity to speak regarding the eastside corridor and the related intergovernmental 
agreement.  She stated that after spending many hours over the past few years on these 
issues she had concluded that the purpose of the corridor had not yet been presented.  Ms. 
Leung said that it was mentioned that there are needs for employees of State farm, 
unconfirmed by State Farm, and that the airport which is presently down in traveler 
numbers is seeking another airline contract.  Ms. Leung stated the existing north/south road 
that this bypass would replicate is 2.1 miles from Main Street to Veterans, 2.6 from Veterans 
to Towanda-Barnes, and ¾ of a mile from Towanda-Barnes, is the so-called bypass.  She 
continued that at previous public hearings of Bloomington, Normal, Towanda, and the 
Transportation Committee, consistent concerns were expressed including the failure to use 
existing roadways, which would save more than 12,000 acres of prime farmland rather than 
slicing and dicing the farm plots which already exist.  Ms. Leung said that the issue is not 
just reducing the total amount of farmland but making what remains a very difficult farm to 
farm with current machinery and acreage plans. She proposed that the folks being served by 
this proposal are not the community or the airport or State Farm and asked who would 
benefit.  Ms. Leung asked who will be providing access to proposed developments and if any 
other explanation makes sense.  She asked who else would benefit from the present location 
of the proposed roads.  Ms. Leung suggested that they were being duped into converting 
prime farmland and seeking to take advantage of the federal jackpot for three hundred 
million dollars.  Ms. Leung stated that the Regional Planning consultant attempted to calm 
the audience at the public meeting in Towanda by assuring that this would not happen for 
fifteen or twenty years and that it was not an immediate concern.  She said that it was 
shared that the proposed plan needed to be approved at that time to relieve uncertainty.  She 
further stated that it was explained that everyone was upset because of the uncertainty of the 
plan.  Ms. Leung suggested that uncertainty was not the main theme.  She said that in fifteen 
to twenty years many on the Regional Planning Commission will have retired or moved on 
to other positions or perhaps another location but the farmers, however, will not have 
moved from their farms of several generations; they will no doubt be passed on to sons or 
daughters.  She said that the farmers would have to live with the decisions of now made and 
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promoted by greedy and self-serving people who, incidentally, are not giving up their land.  
Ms. Leung said that the farmers, on the other hand, would be living with the changing of 
lifestyles and that farming was not just a job to them.  She stated that it would be disrupting 
the homestead, perhaps changing their wills, reconsidering livelihoods, challenging value 
systems of democracy and public input and public domain. Ms. Leung indicated that the 
incidental mention that land owners have to overcome uncertainty was more than naïve and 
simplistic; it was ignorant and patronizing.  She asked where they were on this issue.  She 
said she heard at a recent Committee meeting that there had been plenty of input at the 
public hearings when this issue surfaced the last time.  She agreed there was public input 
and, based on that input the City of Bloomington and the Town of Normal did not support 
the recommendations of the Regional Planning Commission.  She asked why this issue had 
returned and what had changed.  She stated that the new version of the proposed highway 
was similar to the recommended past version.  She stated that it seemed like our elected and 
appointed officials listened to the public input but the Regional Planning Commission did 
not.  Ms. Leung urged Board Members to drive east before this issue surfaces again on the 
agenda.  She said that the Members should drive out Fort Jesse Road and if they did they 
would find that, although Road 2000 is referred to several times in recommendations, it 
does not.  She said they should find out for themselves.  Ms. Leung said the Board Members 
should drive out to the prime farmland proposed to be frozen for use many years from now 
and see the acreage included in the moratorium proposed in the intergovernmental 
agreement.  She asked them to listen to their Transportation and Land Use and 
Development Committees who have not recommended the moratorium to date, the 
moratorium that would prohibit her from building a house for herself on her own land 
which her family has paid taxes on for the last 55 years.  She once again urged Members to 
take a field trip.  Chairman Sweeney thanked her.   
 
Member Sweeney indicated he would like to set up a public meeting with a combination of 
the Land Use and Development Committee and the Transportation Committee.  Mr. Zeunik 
stated that he had an opportunity since the Land Use and Development Committee and 
Transportation Committee meetings to speak with the City of Bloomington and the Town of 
Normal and was looking at scheduling a meeting January 24th, 25th, or 26th.  He said that 
Member Gordon had indicated that he is available all three of those days and Member Bass 
was going to get back to him to let him know if he had a preference and then the Committee 
Members would be contacted.  Mr. Zeunik stated that they were looking at a late afternoon 
meeting to be held in room 400.  He stated that as soon as they are able to finalize that with 
the two Committee Chairmen they would contact all Committee Members.  He urged 
Members to check their calendars for those three dates and let his office know if they were 
available.  Chairman Sweeney asked if Mr. Zeunik would invite the City Managers and 
Engineers to this meeting as well.  Mr. Zeunik responded that all the individuals from 
Bloomington and Normal who have been involved and who serve on both the 
Transportation Technical Study Committee as well as the Transportation Policy Committee, 
which are the two committees that prepare the five-year transportation and improvement 
plan for the metropolitan area, which includes all of Bloomington and Normal as well as an 
area in the unincorporated area that is adjacent to the corporate limits of Bloomington and 
Normal within which lies the proposed new east-side corridor, would be included.  
Chairman Sweeney recommended that all others attend as well.  Member Renner stated that 
even though he was not on either of those committees he would want to attend.  He 
questioned whether or not there would be a long paper trail so that they could look at 
historic record.  He stated he understood that the City of Bloomington Planning 
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Commission did not support this.  Member Renner asked if there would be documents 
available.  Mr. Zeunik stated that he could replicate what was presented to the 
Transportation Committee at their meeting earlier that month and stated that, as a part of 
their agenda, they didn’t take any action nor did the Land Use and Development Committee.  
He said that at the Transportation Committee meeting, Mr. Mitchell presented history of 
what had occurred and passed out an executive summary of the recommendations that were 
received from the consultant who worked on the initial recommendations as well as other 
work that had been done subsequent to that.  Mr. Zeunik said that they could pull all that 
together and make that available as well.  Member Renner said that he was certain that they 
were going to have great technical information with engineering consultants and others but 
that he was interested in the broader implications, for sprawl, growth, and other projections, 
something that a gifted Engineer may miss.  Mr. Zeunik replied that they would take that 
into consideration and would ask Building and Zoning about that as well.  Chairman 
Sweeney stated that besides the City of Bloomington and the Town of Normal, they would 
also have the staff Members involved in this process too.  Member Hoselton said that they 
wanted to know who was leading the race to build this.  He said he thought this went 
dormant but somebody energized the Regional Planning Commission.  Member Hoselton 
asked who has started this drive to build the east-side again.  Mr. Zeunik responded that he 
didn’t think there was ever a period of time when it came to a complete halt.  He continued 
to say that the last time they thought they had agreement between the three local 
governments, in fact, the County and Town prepared to take action, and the County took 
action, but the City did not.  Mr. Zeunik said that, as a result, that first recommendation did 
not move forward as far as it being finalized and incorporated in the policies of the three 
local governments.  He further stated that subsequent to that, the Highway Engineer, the 
Director of Building and Zoning, the Regional Planning Commission, the City’s Director of 
Public Works and their respective Planning Directors continued to work on a possible 
alignment that could meet the issues and concerns of all three local governments.  Mr. 
Zeunik said that when that alignment was achieved to the point where the City staff and 
elected leadership in the City of Bloomington were prepared to move forward with it, it came 
back to the local governments because, quite simply, Bloomington was the one local 
government that resisted approval.  He stated that once Bloomington came to an agreement 
in alignment with what they could support, it seemed appropriate to bring it back to all three 
local governments for consideration.  Mr. Zeunik indicated that the alignment that is being 
proposed is not that much different from the alignment that was proposed in the Lockmiller 
report that was submitted.  He said that one of the major differences was that the City 
insisted that when they developed the alignment, they wanted it to be narrower than the 
alignment from Lockmiller which was much broader, much wider.  Mr. Zeunik said that they 
shrunk this down to ½ mile.  He stated the second issue that they were concerned about was 
trying to set it up so that it followed existing public right of way and, in fact, the proposed 
alignment does follow an existing public right of way on the east side so that hopefully less 
property would be disrupted.  He continued to say that is basically what happened and how 
it ended up coming back before the County and the Town of Normal.  Member Hoselton 
asked if they intended to advise the residents in that particular area of the upcoming 
meeting.  He stated that he represented District 1 which is a big chunk of that part of the 
world and he thought it was the Board’s responsibility to advise the people in that area of the 
upcoming meeting.  He asked if they could do that.  Mr. Zeunik stated that he would be 
happy to work with Mr. Dick’s office on that.  Member Segobiano asked how the meeting 
would be structured and who would be leading it.  He also asked who would be able to talk 
and for how long.  He continued to ask who would have the final vote.  Member Segobiano 
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asked if the City of Bloomington was going to take this back and vote on it and if there would 
be any final action taken or if this was just a hearing.  He stated that he was concerned about 
how it is going to be handled.  Mr. Zeunik replied that there was no action anticipated at this 
meeting.  He said that this meeting was a result of a request that came from both of the 
committees who felt it was necessary, particularly since there was an overlap.  Mr. Zeunik 
stated that there were Members who serve on both the Land Use and Development 
Committee and the Transportation Committee.  He said there were a lot of questions that 
were asked at both Committee meetings and both committees felt that it was important to 
have a joint meeting and that it was important to also involve the City and the Town.  Mr. 
Zeunik stated that it is not expected that any action will be taken at this meeting.  He said 
that hopefully this would be an opportunity to have the questions heard, to put a record 
together, to invite other Board Members who are interested, as well as to provide an 
opportunity for anyone else who wanted to be there.  He continued to say that as far as 
action is concerned, the only two local governments which are awaiting action and which 
need to take action are the County Board and the Town of Normal.  Mr. Zeunik said the 
Town of Normal is currently in the process of updating their comprehensive plan.  He stated 
that, in discussions with the City Manager and the Mayor, the indications were that they 
expect to complete that work before the end of the month and to take final action on 
approving their updated comprehensive plan and probably some time in February, as a part 
of their updated comprehensive plan, they were proposing to include this corridor.  He 
continued that Bloomington had already acted and they had already adopted their updated 
comprehensive plan which included the corridor.  He stated that the only other action that 
would remain would be for the County Board and the Town to act and then ultimately for 
the three local governments to consider any proposed intergovernmental agreement that 
would limit future development within the area proposed, the ½-mile wide corridor.   
Member Segobiano asked if the Transportation Committee and Land Use and Development 
Committee would be taking that information back to their respective committees at their 
next regularly scheduled meetings, taking the action they deem necessary, and reporting 
back to the County Board.  Chairman Sweeney stated that that was correct but the joint 
meeting would be chaired by the Chairmen of both committees.  He said that they would 
have to determine who would run the meeting.  Member Owens stated that his 
understanding was that there were actually five local governments that had to agree: the 
County, Bloomington, Normal, Towanda, and Downs.  He asked if that had changed. He 
asked if anyone had heard anything about what those cities had said.  Mr. Zeunik stated that 
he couldn’t speak for what the Village of Towanda may have done but the Village of Downs 
had a meeting scheduled with the two City Managers and him the following week.  He stated 
that Downs had their own consultant working on their own study but he knew only what was 
in the newspaper because no one had seen the study.  Mr. Zeunik said that he would find out 
what their study said and what their recommendations were when he met with the Village 
and their Consultant.  Member Bass stated he would like to use one simple word in answer 
to Member Hoselton regarding this ongoing issue.  He said that it never did really die 
completely and the word that he would like to use was that it has been “rekindled.”   He 
continued to say that if the City, Town, and County came to an agreement then they would 
have to involve people in the Towanda and Downs area.  Member Bass said this is certainly 
an important part of the process.  He continued that people are asking why this has to be 
done so early but years go by quickly.  He said that they have to be ready to do something 
and hope that they make steps that are in the best interest of the citizens of the County.  
Member Gordon asked if the Normal Planning Commission had acted or made a 
recommendation to the Town Council.  Mr. Zeunik replied that they are still considering the 
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comprehensive plan and they have not forwarded the comprehensive plan to the Town 
Council at this time. He said that they expect, based on the conversations with the City 
Manger and the Mayor, to finish their work by the end of January so that it can then be 
calendared for Council consideration in February.  Member Moss asked if there was a study 
currently under way either by the State or Federal government regarding this corridor.  He 
said he knew there was some Federal money available.  Mr. Zeunik replied that there was no 
study underway at this time.  He said that one of the purposes of having the three local 
governments make a decision on a corridor that all three agreed on is that it would allow 
them to move forward with an alignment study.  He further stated that there is $800,000 
which is part of the Federal Transportation Reenactment Authorization, available to begin 
this study.  Mr. Zeunik stated that they have heard that there could be some additional 
funding from the State and that they heard from a local news source that in the State of the 
State address there may be some indication of further funding for this study.  He said the 
purpose of the study is to take what is currently a ½ mile wide corridor and narrow that 
down to a corridor that will be approximately 300 to 4oo feet in width.  Mr. Zeunik stated 
that that would be the next step following a decision by the local governments on an agreed 
upon corridor.  Member Moss asked if Mr. Zeunik could predict what kind of timetable this 
would involve.  Mr. Zeunik asked Jack Mitchell if he could give them an indication as to the 
timeframe on that if the three local governments agreed on a corridor, the money was 
available, and a consultant was retained.  Mr. Mitchell replied that the release of the Federal 
money is the first issue that they would have to get through.  He said that when that money 
is released then they could enter into an engineering agreement to do the study.  He 
continued to say that that study would take one year to one and a half years to complete.  
Member Rackauskas stated that she thought that Member Hoselton alluded to the fact that a 
public notification was necessary.  She indicated that one of the problems that she had was 
that at the last Land Use and Development Committee meeting, when the Resolution came 
before them, they actually could have taken action to put a moratorium on people’s property 
with no notification and no public hearing.  She said that was scary and she wondered if that 
bothered any other Members.  Member Rackauskas stated that she was only questioning 
public notification and input on the democratic process – not the bypass.  She stated that 
she was concerned about having this intergovernmental discussion either on January 24th, 
25th, or 26th and after that going back to the separate groups and voting again on this 
Resolution.  She asked at what point will the public, those land owners whose land would be 
affected with the moratorium, have public input.  Member Rackauskas stated that in the 
Land Use and Development Committee meeting she thought it was explained that the 
public’s input would happen during the alignment study, but the alignment study could 
happen two years, three years, or five years from now.  She continued that there is no 
guarantee when this alignment study will happen.  Member Rackauskas said that she 
wouldn’t want to place a moratorium before first having a public meeting.  She asked at 
what point they would receive public input and public notification.  Member Bass stated that 
if word comes out of a Committee it does not necessarily mean it is the bottom line.  He said 
the issue would have to go to the County Board to sanction that type of request or 
Resolution.  He asked if that was correct.  Mr. Zeunik stated that he thought what he heard 
Member Hoselton request was that there be some opportunity to make people aware of this 
prior to the meeting and he indicated that he would work with Mr. Dick’s office to make sure 
that happens so that people are aware that there would be a meeting, that the three local 
governments would be represented, and that the alignment issue, as well as any other issues 
related to the eastside corridor, would be discussed.  Member Rackauskas asked at what 
point they would have public input because this is not a public hearing, this meeting, 



 6

therefore the public would not be able to speak.  She asked if she was correct.  Mr. Zeunik 
stated that was not correct in the sense that the Committees were permitted, if they chose, to 
allow comments.  Chairmen Sweeney stated that the Chairmen of those two committees 
would make the decision and if the public wanted to speak he hoped that the Chairmen 
would allow them to do that.  Member Selzer stated that they needed to remember that they 
had public hearings ad infinitum on this.  He stated that he attended many Regional 
Planning meetings, many discussions, and the Board approved this plan.  He said it died on 
the vine when Bloomington didn’t approve.  He said he just wanted to make sure that people 
don’t think this is going to be a back room deal that was a slam dunk.  Member Selzer said 
they did take a lot of public input a couple of years ago.  Member Gordon said he wanted to 
refer Members of the Board and any other interested individuals to the General Reports in 
the packet of both the Land Use and Development Committee and the Transportation 
Committee that might answer some questions that may not have already been asked.  He 
said within the General Report of the Land Use and Development Committee on pages 449-
452, there was a transcript of what was discussed with regard to the proposed corridor and 
within the Transportation Committee’s General Report on pages 500-504 was information 
simply to find out a little more about what was discussed in Committee.  Member O’Connor 
said that as a member of the Transportation Committee I would just like to assure everybody 
that the reason they asked to have this joint meeting with Bloomington, Normal, and the 
public was to open dialogue.  She said they wouldn’t have wanted to have a meeting if they 
hadn’t wanted to have the dialogue.  She said she just wanted to assure everyone that was 
the point of calling the meeting.     
 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Chairman Sweeney asked if there were any items to be removed from the Consent Agenda.  
No requests were made at this time. 
 
The Consent Agenda read as follows:  
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Consent Agenda: 
  

A. Approval of the Proceedings of the County Board, December 20, 2005 
 
 B. County Highway Department – Jack Mitchell, County Engineer 
 1) Request Approval of Letting Results from January 4, 2005, 
  County and Township Projects  
 2) Request Approval of Engineering Services Agreement -- 
  Ellsworth Road  
  a) Sec. 06-00134-05-BR – CH 17 – Money Creek 
   (North) 
  b) Sec. 06-00134-06-BR – CH 17 -  
   Sangamon River (South) 

 
A. Building and Zoning – Phil Dick, Director 

1) Zoning Cases: 
a) Request Approval of Application in Case SU-05-23 
 for a Special Use to Allow a Single Family 
 Residence in the Agriculture District on Land  
 undesirable for Agricultural uses – a Special Use 
 was previously approved on the Property in 
 Case 02-40-S, on Property which is located in 
 Empire Township immediately West of  
 2450 East Road and a ¼ mile North of 
 300 North Road  
b) Request Approval of Application in Case SU-05-25 
 for a Special Use to Allow a Single Family Residence 
 in the Agricultural District on Land undesirable for  
 Agricultural Uses and to allow the Applicant three 
 Years to begin Construction rather than One Year 
 that is allows, on Property which is located in  
 Downs Township immediately North of Old 
 Principal Road and approximately ¼ mile  
 West of 1900 East Road  

 c) Request Approval of Application in Case SU-05-26 
 for a Special Use to allow a Single Family Residence 
 in the Agriculture District for the son of a Farm 
 Owner, on Property which is located in White Oak 
 Township at 22253 N 1000 East Road, Carlock  
 

2) Subdivision Cases: 
a) Request Approval for a Waiver of Preliminary Plan  
 Requirements and a One Lot Final Subdivision  
 Plat for the Mary and Dale Tolan’s Subdivision 
 On Property located in Lawndale Township 
 At 2107 N 3075 East Road, Colfax, IL, 
 File No. S-05-24 
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b) Request Approval for a Waiver of Preliminary 
 Plan Requirements and a One Lot Final 
 Subdivision Plat for the Boitnott Subdivision 
 located in White Oak Township at 
 22253 N. 1000 East Road, Carlock, IL, 
 File No. S-05-26   

 
 D. Transfer Ordinances    
  

E. Other Resolutions, Contracts, Leases, Agreements, Motions  
 

1) Justice Committee 
 a) Request Approval of Clothing Bid 

with Ray O’Herron Co. for Police Uniforms  
and Equipment Purchases from February 1, 2006  

  to January 31, 2007 – Sheriff’s Department  
b) Request Approval of 2006 Vehicle Bids 

for Sheriff’s Department and Court Services –  
  Sheriff’s Department  
 
2) Finance Committee 

a) Request Approval of an Amendment to the 
 Chapter 21 of the McLean County  
 Code-Animals – Health Department   

 b) Request Approval of the 2006 Employee 
  Health Fair and Wellness Program – 
  Health Department  
 
 F.    Chairman’s Appointments with the Advice and Consent of the County Board: 
 

1) REAPPOINTMENTS: 
 

McLEAN COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION BOARD 
Ms. P. A. “Sue” Berglund 
1019 East Olive Street 
Bloomington, IL  61701 
(One-year term to expire on November 30, 2006) 
 
McLEAN COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION BOARD 
Ms. Diane Bostic 
907 Mitsubishi Motorway 
Normal, IL  61761 
(One-year term to expire on November 30, 2006) 
 
McLEAN COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION BOARD 
Mr. Bob Nuckolls 
8 Scofield Court 
Bloomington, IL  61704 
(One-year term to expire on November 30, 2006) 
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LAW AND JUSTICE COMMISSION MOBILE TEAM UNIT#8 
DISTRICT 
Mr. Tari Renner 
1016 North Evans 
Bloomington, IL  61701 
(One-year term to expire on November 30, 2006) 
 
HINTHORN CEMETERY DISTRICT 
Ms. Dorothy Stewart 
2903 Pheasant Run 
Bloomington, IL  61701 
(Six-year term to expire on August 31, 2011) 
 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SYSTEM BOARD 
Chief Kent Crutcher 
Normal Police Department 
100 East Phoenix Street 
Normal, IL  61761 
(Four-year term to expire January, 2010) 
 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SYSTEM BOARD 
Chief Ted Lyons 
Chenoa Police Department 
Chenoa, IL  61726 
(Four-year term to expire January, 2010) 
 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SYSTEM BOARD 
Mr. Lee Klintworth 
309 2nd 
PO Box 94 
Anchor, IL  61720 
(Four-year term to expire January, 2010) 
 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SYSTEM BOARD 
Allan Griffith, M.D. 
BroMenn Health Care 
8 Franklin Ave. 
Normal, IL  61761 
 
SOUTHEASTERN McLEAN COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
Mr. Jerome K. (“Jerry”) Nord 
510 East Lincoln Street 
Saybrook, IL  61770 
(Three-year term to expire February 19, 2009) 
 
MCLEAN COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
Mr. Carl F. Teichman 
1103 Kings Mill Rd. 
Normal, IL  61761 
 (Three-year term expiring December 31, 2008 – replacing 
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 William Bartley) 
(To be considered at Executive Committee Stand-up Meeting) 
 

2) APPOINTMENTS: 
 

None 
 

3) RESIGNATIONS  
 
   None 
 

G. Approval of Resolutions of Congratulations and Commendation 
1) Request Approval of a Resolution of Congratulations 

 for the Normal Community High School Varsity Boys’ 
 Football Team during the 2005 Football Season  
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Coach Venerable stated that he would like to recognize their superintendent Dr. 
Chapman who is also in attendance today.  Coach Venerable indicated they were 
very grateful for this opportunity to come here and accept this recognition for 
their accomplishments this year.  Coach continued that it certainly was an 
exciting year and enjoyable season for all at Normal Community.  He stated that 
they are very fortunate this year to have some very outstanding student athletes 
who represented their team.  Coach Venerable stated that here today are their six 
captains and these captains are the major reason why their leadership on their 
football team was probably as good as he has ever seen it in 30 years of high 
school coaching.  He continued that they have had some great teams over the 
years and some great leaders but collectively this group really took it upon 
themselves to set their sights high.  What they wanted to accomplish was to 
compete for a Big 12 Conference championship which they were fortunate to win.  
Coach Venerable continued that that wasn’t going to be the end of the season for 
them.  They set their minds to the next goal which was to advance to the State 
championship game to play for the State championship in Class 6A.   He stated 
that if you saw them play this year you probably know one of the things that 
would stand out about this team is that it is a very unselfish team.  They had a lot 
of contributors and a lot of good play.  He continued that from their 60 man 
roster there were probably 44 or 45 that regularly contributed to their team.  It 
was just a really solid team.  He stated that he doesn’t think there was one player 
that stood out week to week.  They had some great individual accomplishments 
this year but it truly was a great team effort from three classes.  Coach Venerable 
stated that they had sophomores, juniors, and a lot of seniors contributing.  
When they got to November, after they won the Conference championship, they 
defeated Rock Island High School in one of the first rounds of the playoffs.  Then 
they defeated Bloomington High School again in the second round of the playoffs, 
and then went to Mt. Vernon, made a long trip down south for the quarter final 
round and defeated Mt. Vernon.  Then they came back home and played Chicago 
Hubbard in the semi-final round and defeated them.  Coach Venerable continued 
that they then went to play Morris High School in the 6A State championship 
game and he thinks their kids played a great football game that day.  The results 
were not what they wanted but the effort, the way they competed, and the way 
they fought that day, he thinks everyone associated with their football program 
was proud of what they accomplished.  It was a great season and certainly, they 
will remember this for a long, long time.  Captains were introduced.  Coach 
Venerable stated that these six guys, five seniors and one junior, are the ones that 
deserve the credit for the success that they had.  They were an outstanding group 
of kids.  He continued that he would be remiss if he didn’t pass along his 
congratulations to his staff as well.  He stated that he has two Hall of Fame 
football coaches that he’s very fortunate to have on his staff along with some 
other great coaches.  They are certainly very appreciative.  He thanked the Board.  
Member Segobiano stated that he thinks it should also be noted that Coach 
Venerable had the defensive player of the year in the Big 12 Conference.  
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Members Bass/Hoselton moved the County Board approve a Request for 
Approval of an Emergency Appropriation Ordinance Amending the Fiscal Year 
2005 Combined Annual Appropriation and Budget Ordinance for County 
Highway Fund 0120 – Highway Department.   Chairman Bass stated that the 
reason for this change is because a developer is developing a subdivision on 
Towanda-Barnes Road.  He continued that Corn Belt needs to put a power line 
loop from Forte Jesse to Raab Road to supply power up and down the road.  If 
the County does not purchase the right-of-way from this farmer now, then in the 
future when Towanda-Barnes Road is widened, the County will have to pay for 
the right-of-way and then also pay for Corn Belt to move the power lines which 
would turn out to be quite an expensive situation.  Chairman Bass stated that  
when they acquire right-of-way today, and we all know with growth that 
acquiring right-of-way is turning out to be a very expensive item, the situation 
concerns itself with ½ mile north of Fort Jesse to Raab Road, which is 50 feet by 
½ mile, which adds up to about three acres of land.  Member Sorensen stated 
that he doesn’t understand how this kind of thing works in the Transportation 
Committee.  Member Sorenson asked if the Resolution is for FY2005.  Member 
Sorenson continued that that is the motion and they are putting money into a 
2005 budget which is now closed to cover expenses that had already been paid in 
2005 and they are just now seeing it.  Chairman Sweeney asked Mr. Mitchell to 
explain.  Mr. Mitchell responded yes sir, they came to an agreement with a 
property owner in 2005 but they couldn’t do it until today.  Mr. Mitchell 
continued that that is why they thought it should be in 2005.  Member Sorensen 
stated that the Resolution specifically outlines legal expenses and similar items in 
addition to that and he is not sure why they spent this money in anticipation of 
paying for it when the money wasn’t in the budget.  Member Sorenson continued 
that he is just confused.  Chairman Bass stated that this comes under the heading 
again of sprawl, something that was going to take place eventually and has come 
to fruition at this time and, as Member Hoselton says, they are going to go north 
of that situation and they should start talking to some of the people who do have 
farmland along that path. Clerk Milton shows all Members present voting in 
favor of the Motion.  Motion carried.  
 
Member Bass stated the General Report is located on pages 499-506. 
 

REPORT OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR: 
Mr. Zeunik stated that during the past month at nearly all of the Committee 
meetings they distributed the new mileage accountability forms for County Board 
Members.  He asked if the Members had the forms and they had been signed, to 
please remember to turn them in to Judy so that they can begin that process.  He 
continued that if they do not wish to receive mileage during 2006 to write on the 
form “I do not wish to receive mileage for all of fiscal year 2006.”   Mr. Zeunik 
asked them to sign the forms and turn them in so they will have a record of them 
and they will not bother them again until the end of December 2006.   
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Member Gordon stated that he just wanted to double check his memory as to how 
much lead time will be needed for apprising the media and the public when the 
date for the joint meeting is set.  He asked how much time in advance do they 
need to let people know.  Mr. Zeunik replied that they would need 48 hours.  Mr. 
Zeunik then stated that they should have plenty of time and, as soon as they 
receive confirmation from Chairman Bass on his availability, they will 
immediately schedule the meeting and begin working with Mr. Dick and his staff 
on the other notices. 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS AND COMMUNICATION: 
Member Segobiano stated that most of the Board members noticed that on the 
second page of the Pantagraph was the portrait of this fine individual who has 
served them for a number of years.  He stated that it talked about his young life 
and they all want to wish Member Bass a belated happy birthday.   
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Members Bass/Owens moved for adjournment until Tuesday, February 21, 2006 at  
9:00 a.m., in Government Center, Room 400, Bloomington, Illinois.  Clerk Milton  
shows all Members present voting in favor of the Motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Michael Sweeney     PeggyAnn Milton 
County Board Chairman    County Board Clerk 
 
 
 
STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF McLEAN ) 
 
I, PeggyAnn Milton, County Clerk in and for the State and County aforesaid, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a full, true, and correct copy of the proceedings had by the 
McLean County Board at a meeting held on the 17th day of January, 2006, and as the same 
appears of record. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and official seal this 15th day of February, 
2006. 
 
 
 
  ____________________________________ 
 PeggyAnn Milton 

McLean County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




